Home Inspector NHI /

InterNACHI Exam

QUICK REFERENCE CHEAT SHEET
INTERNACHI - ASHI STANDARDS

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE — REQUIRED INSPECTIONS

Must Inspect Common Defects

Roof Covering, flashing, drainage, skylights
Electrical Service panel, wiring, outlets, GFCI/AFCI
Plumbing Pipes, water heater, fixtures, drainage
HVAC Heating and cooling equipment, ducts
Structure Foundation, framing, attic, crawlspace
Exterior Siding, windows, doors, grading

ELECTRICAL — MUST-KNOW CODE DEFECTS

Missing shingles, improper flashing, clogged gutters

Double-tapped breakers, aluminum wiring, reversed polarity
Galvanized corrosion, leaks, improper venting

Dirty filters, cracked heat exchanger, no maintenance
Settling cracks, moisture intrusion, insect damage

Negative grading, wood-to-soil contact

Double-tapped breaker Two wires in one breaker terminal — fire hazard; only some brands allow it
GFCI missing Required within 6 ft of water sources; all bathrooms, kitchens, garages, outdoor
AFCI missing Required in bedrooms (NEC 2002+) and living areas (NEC 2014+)

Aluminum wiring (15/20A) Fire risk at connections; requires repair kit (CO/ALR devices) or replacement
Open ground 3-prong outlet not grounded — shock/fire hazard

Reversed polarity Hot/neutral wires swapped — equipment damage and shock risk
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REPORT WRITING & INSPECTOR LIMITATIONS

N

Inspector scope Visual only — cannot open walls, move furnishings, or operate non-functional items
Cannot diagnose Inspector observes and reports — does not determine cause or estimate repair costs
Report language Use: 'recommend repair by licensed contractor' — never alarmist or diagnostic
Limitations Inaccessible areas must be noted — attic with < 18" clearance, blocked crawlspace
Conflict of interest Inspector must not profit from repair work on inspected property

Errors & omissions E&O; insurance required — protects inspector from missed defects claims

EXAM-DAY TIPS

* Home inspection is visual only — no destructive testing, no moving objects, no certifying systems.

* GFCI required within 6 ft of water — all bathrooms, kitchens, garages, outdoors, and crawlspaces.

* Double-tapped breaker = common defect; only certain manufacturers allow multiple conductors.

* Negative grading (sloping toward foundation) = #1 moisture intrusion cause.

« Inspector must note ALL inaccessible areas in the report — no blank spaces.

« Recommend, don't diagnose: ‘recommend evaluation by licensed HVAC contractor' — not 'system is failing.'
« InterNACHI SOP requires inspecting: roof, electrical, plumbing, HVAC, attic, interior, exterior.

Practice 1,000+ home inspector exam questions + SOP drills voltexam.com/apps/home-inspector
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10 Questions That Fail Most Home Inspector
Candidates

These exact topics appear on the real exam — and most candidates get them wrong.

INSPECTION SCOPE
A home inspector's inspection is best described as:
A. Code compliance inspection
B. Structural engineering assessment
C. Visual, non-invasive inspection of accessible systems
D. Appraisal of property value
[0 C — Visual, non-invasive inspection of accessible systems
NEC: InterNACHI/ASHI SOP: visual inspection of readily accessible systems; no
destructive testing
DOUBLE-TAPPED BREAKER
A double-tapped breaker is a defect because:
A. It trips too easily
B. Two conductors in one terminal can arc and cause fire
C. Itis against all electrical codes
D. It prevents proper grounding
00 B — Two conductors in one terminal = arc and fire hazard
NEC: Double-tap: NEC prohibits unless breaker is specifically listed for multiple
conductors
REPORT LANGUAGE
When reporting a defect, the inspector should write:
A. 'This system will fail within 2 years'
B. 'Critical failure — do not purchase'
C. 'Recommend evaluation by licensed contractor'
D. 'Estimated repair cost: $2,000-$5,000'
[0 C —'Recommend evaluation and repair by licensed contractor’

NEC: Inspector's role: observe and recommend; not diagnose, cost-estimate, or
certify

INACCESSIBLE AREA
If an attic has only 12 inches of clearance and the inspector
cannot enter, the report should:
A. Note the area was not inspected and state limitation
B. Estimate the condition from exterior clues
C. Skip the attic section
D. Require seller to provide access
0 A — Document the inaccessible area and state the limitation
NEC: SOP: inspector must note all areas not inspected and reason,; limitations
must be disclosed
AFCI REQUIREMENT
AFCI protection is required in which rooms per NEC 2002+?
A. Bathrooms only
B. Bedrooms
C. Kitchen and garage
D. All rooms in new construction
0 B — Bedrooms (NEC 2002); expanded to living areas in NEC 2014

NEC: NEC 210.12: AFCI required in sleeping rooms (2002+); most living areas
(2014+)

GFCI REQUIREMENT
GFCI protection is required in which locations?
A. Bedrooms only
B. Kitchens, bathrooms, garages, outdoors, and within 6 ft of water
C. Living rooms and hallways
D. Panel box area only

[0 B — Kitchens, bathrooms, garages, outdoors, crawlspaces, near
water

NEC: NEC 210.8: GFCI required within 6 ft of sinks and in wet/damp locations
NEGATIVE GRADING
Negative grading around a foundation primarily causes:
A. Structural settlement
B. Moisture and water intrusion into basement/crawlspace
C. Frost heave
D. Electrical hazards
0 B — Moisture intrusion at foundation wall
NEC: Negative grading = ground slopes toward foundation; most common cause
of basement water
ALUMINUM WIRING
Aluminum branch circuit wiring (15/20A) in a home is a
concern because:
A. It corrodes in wet locations
B. It is not code compliant in any case
C. It has higher resistance and creates heat at connections
D. It causes GFCI failures

0 C — Higher resistance and oxidation at connections creates heat
and fire risk

NEC: Aluminum wiring: expands/contracts and oxidizes at terminals; CO/ALR
devices required

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
An inspector may NOT:
A. Inspect a property they plan to purchase
B. Inspect a property and then perform the repair work
C. Recommend licensed contractors
D. Re-inspect after repairs are made
0 B — Inspect a property and then profit from performing repairs on it

NEC: Ethics code: inspector must not benefit financially from defects found
during inspection

HEAT EXCHANGER
A cracked heat exchanger in a furnace is a serious concern
because:
A. It reduces efficiency only
B. Carbon monoxide can enter the living space
C. It increases electricity usage
D. It triggers GFCI trips
0 B — Carbon monoxide can leak into conditioned air

NEC: Cracked heat exchanger: combustion gases including CO can enter the air
distribution system
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Ready to Pass Your Exam?

Practice every Home Inspector Exam question — free at VoltExam.com

1,000+ Practice Questions PRICING — ALL 31 TRADES INCLUDED
Real exam-style, every tested topic — updated for 2026
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Al shows exactly which topics are costing you marks
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Pass Predictor

Know your first-attempt odds before test day Free $1999 $4999 $9999

Built-In Study Tools
Flashcards, calculators, and more — all in one place 12 Qs /mo Iyr once

Flashcard Mode
Speed-drill key terms and definitions

iOS + Android App
Full offline access — no internet needed on exam day

Unlimited Retakes
No daily cap, no re-purchase ever

Pass Promise
Complete the course, fail your exam — full refund
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